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FORMVR UN PROOREMENT CGHH GER PLEADS GJ LTY TO FEDERAL GHARES
ARING FRIMHS RECHPT & HINCREHS F THOUBANDS F DALLARS
FROM FGRE GN GOMPAN ES DA NG BUS NESS WTH THE U N

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced that United States D strict
Judge WLLIAM H PAULEY accepted the guilty plea today in Mnhattan
federal court of ALEXANDER YAKOVLEV, a forner enployee of the United
Nations, to conspiracy, wire fraud and noney | aundering charges ari sing
from YAKOLLEV s receipt of at |east several hundred thousand dollars
fromforeign conpanies in connection with the performance of his duties
as a procurenent officer at the United Nations between 1993 and 2005.
This guilty plea stens fromthe United States Attorney’s (fice’s | ong-
terminvestigation of the United Nations QG -for-Food Program

As charged in the crimnal Information filed today, in 2000,
YAKOVLEV, while working as a procurenent officer at the United Nations,
established the conpany Mxyco, Ltd. to facilitate the illicit and
secret paynent of noney to him by foreign conpanies seeking to secure
contracts to provide goods and services to the United Nations.

Thereafter, YAKOVLEV received wire transfers sent to bank accounts in



Antigua and Switzerland fromforei gn conpani es i n exchange for providing
information to conpani es about United Nations contracts that were up for
bid and for assisting conpanies to obtain United Nations contracts.

The Infornmation charges that YAKOVLEV received wire transfers
from anong others: “foreign conpany 1," for providing that conpany wth
information from the United Nations regarding a bid for contracts
related to the airlifting of United Nations supplies to foreign
countries; and “foreign conpany 2" and “foreign conpany 3,” in return
for his assistance in helping those conpanies obtain contracts with
ot her conpani es that engaged in business with the United Nations.

The Information further charges that in 1996, YAKOWEV, as
part of his schene to defraud the UWnited Nations of his full and
faithful services as a procurenent officer, faxed from New York to a
representative of a foreign conpany information related to that
conpany’s bid for an inspection contract under the United Nations’ Q|-
for-Food Program

YAKOVLEV pled guilty to one count of conspiracy to commt
wire fraud, one count of wire fraud, and one count of noney | aundering,
each of which carries a maxi mum sentence of 20 years in prison and a
maxi mum fine of $250,000 or twice the gross gain or loss resulting from
t he of f ense.

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the Federal
Bureau of |nvestigation. In addition, M. KELLEY thanked the United

Nations Ofice of Investigative Oversight Services for its assistance



in the investigation.

Assistant United States Attorneys EDWARD O CALLAGHAN, STEPHEN
MLLER, MCHAEL FARBIARZ and MCHAEL LEVY are in charge of the
prosecuti on.
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